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an acre for the year's rent was a common price before
1914, and during the war fifteen pounds was often
paid. But the conditions of this trade in land involve
clearing it to the utmost of human habitation.
The normal type of Irish agriculture of the better
class is to be found where there is normally good land
and a climate not too rainy and windy. These
conditions generally prevail along the east coast
except in the mountainous parts of Wicklow, Down,
and Antrim. This country is worked by farmers
possessing enough capital to acquire modern machinery
and having holdings of a size that needs the employ-
ment of labour over and above that of the farmer
and his family. But in the vast majority of cases
the farmer is his own leading farm-hand: he works
with his men, as a rule he eats with them; and his
sons work with him.
This type of agriculture is to be found all over
the island wherever there is reasonably good soil A
large proportion of the land is always in pasture, but
there is rotation of crops over the whole farm. But
west of the Shannon, and to some degree in the
counties which border it on the east, there is a tendency
to accumulate large blocks of lands into what are
called ranches, that is into permanent pasture. If
buying and selling had unlimited play, all land in
Connaught that will stay under grass would be so
utilised, as weather conditions make tillage farming
very difficult. Yet with this inferior pasture, the
business of buying young stock and selling them after
a year or two, is precarious, and there is far more
solid prosperity among the western peasants who
have holdings of land which cannot be left in grass
because it reverts to brake and fern unless steadily
cultivated. Well-to-do peasants by a very laborious
life succeed admirably with land of this type, provided
their holdings are large enough.
But along the whole western coast are vast tracts
of country wholly unsuited to farming, if farming

